THE FOUNTAIN CREEK WATERSHED FEASIBILITY STUDY ACT OF 2007
Mr. SALAZAR.  Mr. President, today I am introducing the Fountain Creek Feasibility Study Act of 2007.  This bill is an important piece of a larger vision to transform and restore the Fountain Creek watershed, which lies in the Arkansas River Valley between the cities of Pueblo and Colorado Springs in my state of Colorado.  

The Fountain Creek Watershed is a major tributary to the Arkansas River and is home to a wide variety of plants and wildlife.  Anyone who has traveled the I-25 corridor between Colorado Springs and Pueblo can attest to the natural beauty of this region.  The Watershed itself comprises 927 square miles, but the impact of its water flow extends far beyond its strict boundaries.  According to the 2000 census, more than 500,000 people live in the watershed’s boundaries.  Water from the watershed serves municipal, industrial and agricultural uses.  Creeks within the watershed contribute about 15 percent of the drinking water for Colorado Springs and are a source of irrigation for over 100 farms and ranches.  The fertile farmland there produces wheat, corn, hay, oats, and vegetable crops; there are also many working livestock ranches along Fountain Creek.
Today there are major problems with Fountain Creek.  In recent years, instead of serving as an important link for commerce and recreation, the Fountain has divided the area.  Decades of neglect, increased waters flows in the Fountain as a result of major urban development in the north half of the watershed, increased stormwater discharges, and sewage spills have all harmed the region.  The watershed is subject to frequent flood damage, erosion, and sedimentation.  In 1999 a major flood caused millions of dollars of damage to public and private property, and destroyed the foundations of numerous homes and roads.  Indeed, just this Spring there was minor flooding from the Fountain in the Pueblo area.  Farmers and ranchers near the downstream end of the watershed in particular have suffered substantial losses of productive farmland.  Degradation of the water quality and thus acquatic and wetland habitats is accelerating due to wastewater spills, loss of natural vegetation, and high water volume.  Simply put, Fountain Creek Watershed’s ecological conditions are unstable and under constant threat. 
This bill is a foundation stone for the idea of restoring Fountain Creek and turning the corridor between Colorado Springs and Pueblo into an environmental, agricultural, and recreational “Crown Jewel” for my state.  
This bill would task the Army Corps of Engineers to conduct a study of the feasibility of constructing one or more dams and reservoirs to provide more reliable flood and sediment control, to conserve fish and wildlife and preserve their ecosystem, and to improve the water quality throughout the watershed.  The Corps’ expertise and experience will be critical to determining the options for restoring the health and stability of the Fountain Creek Watershed.

The idea of such a multipurpose project on the Fountain is not new.  It was first proposed in 1970 by the US Army Corps of Engineers after the 1965 flood that inundated communities along the Fountain Creek, including particularly the city of Pueblo.  The proposal was supported by the States of Colorado and Kansas and local officials, and was even the preferred option of the Army Corps for addressing flooding in the Fountain.  I believe a similar proposal should be evaluated again, in light of changed conditions and increased flows in Fountain Creek resulting from urban development in the Colorado Springs metro area.  And because the Fountain contributes a significant amount of water to the Arkansas River Valley below the confluence of the Fountain Creek and Arkansas Rivers in Pueblo, this project may very well help address the various concerns of residents and communities of the Arkansas River Valley from Pueblo to the Kansas state line.


Last year I laid out a vision to revitalize Fountain Creek and connect the communities along its bank in a regional project.  My plan involves the cleanup and revitalization of Fountain Creek; creating a linear state park along the river corridor with camping facilities, hundreds of miles of new trails, restored wildlife and natural habitat and new flat water recreation opportunities; protecting farms and ranches along the creek and in the Lower Arkansas Valley; and ensuring a greenbelt separator between the communities of Colorado Springs and Pueblo. 

My vision is to restore and transform this vital watershed.  I hope that all levels of Government can work together to bring unmatched recreational opportunities, create an environment for plants and wildlife to flourish, ensure that agricultural lands remain productive, and address the flood control and water quality issues on Fountain Creek.  This bill is an essential step towards achieving this goal. 
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