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MR. SALAZAR.  Mr. President, the clock is ticking on a health care emergency that, if unaddressed, will affect millions of doctors and patients across the country before the end of the month.  
In 19 days, Medicare reimbursement rates are scheduled to drop 10%, based on an outdated formula that we desperately need to fix.  A 10% cut to Medicare reimbursement rates will force tens of thousands of doctors into the red.  And millions of Medicare patients will find that their doctor can’t afford to treat them.  
Every single Member of this body has heard loud and clear about the devastating effects that these cuts would have on patients and doctors.  
But the June 30 Medicare cuts will hurt not just Medicare patients.  
Service members and their families who are on the military’s health care plan, TRICARE, will have the rug pulled out from under them, too.  In Colorado, that means that soldiers at Fort Carson, airmen at Schriever, Peterson, and Buckley Air Force Bases, and our Guard and Reservists will find that fewer doctors will see them, their spouses, and their children.  It will be more difficult for returning service members from Iraq and Afghanistan to get treatment for PTSD and for wounds they incurred on the battlefield.
As the largest purchaser of health services, Medicare rates also serve as a starting point for private insurers. This means that the impact of a cut would eventually be felt by middle-class American families as well. 
Mr. President, we cannot let this happen.  We cannot let Medicare reimbursement rates fall on June 30.

That’s why I am pleased that Sen. Baucus and a bipartisan group of Senators on the Finance Committee have introduced a bill that would correct this.  I strongly support this bill – the Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act - and thank Majority Leader Reid for bringing it to the floor so quickly.

We have to get this bill done.  We have no choice.  In addition to saving doctors and patients from the June 30th Medicare cuts, the bill makes several fiscally responsible improvements to the Medicare and Medicaid programs, including: 

· Improving critical programs to ensure seniors and individuals with disabilities on a restricted income can afford the health care and prescriptions they need to stay healthy

· Extending and expanding rural health programs 

· Expanding coverage of preventive services

· Reducing coinsurance for mental health services

· Addressing overpayments and unscrupulous marketing tactics in the Medicare Advantage program; and
· Protecting the long term solvency of the Medicare program
Curiously, the Medicare bill introduced today by Senator Grassley mirrors many of these provisions. While the differences may not be many in number, they are tremendous in substance. 

The one thing we have always agreed on is that the goal of the Medicare program is to provide affordable, high-quality health care to our nation’s seniors.  The Baucus bill is the only option that does that, with nearly $4 billion in beneficiary improvements.  

The Baucus bill also addresses one of the biggest concerns in Medicare Advantage- the lack of reliable networks for private fee for service plans.  By requiring private fee for services to have a written contract with providers, this bill makes sure patients have access to the providers they are promised and doctors will get paid for the services they provide.  For nearly 40 years, patients have relied on Medicare knowing that they would not fall through the cracks.  We must continue to protect the integrity of Medicare’s good name by swiftly addressing inadequacies, and the Baucus bill does just that. 
Mr. President, too much is at stake to let this bill get stuck in the politics of obstructionism.  For Medicare patients, doctors, parents, kids, soldiers, and service members families, we need to get this done before the June 30 deadline.
Thank you, Mr. President.
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