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I would like to thank Chairman Wyden and Ranking Member Barrasso for holding today’s hearing on the various bills before us.  I would also like to thank Jan McCracken, a County Commissioner from Delta County, Colorado, who traveled to be here with us today to underline the importance of a piece of legislation that I introduced. 
My bill, the Dominguez-Escalante National Conservation Area and Dominguez Canyon Wilderness Area Act, would designate certain lands in Mesa, Montrose, and Delta Counties in Colorado to be protected and enhanced for the benefit of present and future generations.  These lands deserve this designation due to the natural, recreational, and scientific resources that abound. 
This bill incorporates the findings and recommendations that emerged from a set of public meetings that have been underway for the past two years under the leadership of the Mesa State College-Natural Resources and Land Policy Institute, the Public Lands Partnership, the Mesa, Montrose, and Delta county commissions, and the Colorado Congressional delegation. 
Specifically, designating the Dominguez-Escalante area as a National Conservation Area would place these lands within the Bureau of Land Management’s National Landscape Conservation System, which receives a greater share of resources and funding for recreation and resource protection than other BLM lands. 

The bill also allows continued grazing, protects private property rights, withdraws the land from mineral leasing, and allows for continued invasive species control and fire prevention activities. In addition, the bill would incorporate consensus water language that protects existing water rights and traditional water uses while maintaining wilderness interests.   
I am proud of the work we have accomplished over the past two years to create a strong bill that we could bring before Congress.  I am also proud that this bill will protect some of the most stunning desert landscapes on Colorado’s Western Slope for recreationists, hunters and anglers to enjoy for generations to come while maintaining the traditional uses. I look forward to continuing to work with stakeholders and local communities to move this bill forward.

Thank you. 
