MNnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

July 31, 2008

The Honorable Ed Schafer
Secretary

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Schafer:

Thank you for the continued commitment of USDA to protect Colorado farmers and ranchers, as well as
your efforts to allow further emergency grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) lands. Despite
this aid, many Colorado cattlemen now face a new challenge, and we write today to again ask for help.

As you know, many Colorado ranchers patiently awaited the outcome of the federal lawsuit filed in the
9th circuit before requesting participation in the Critical Feed Use program. By postponing their
applications, countless ranchers were declared ineligible for the $75 per tract fee and are now forced to
give up 25 percent of their CRP rental payment to graze. This doubles their expense for feed during a
weather-related disaster and an already difficult economic slump.

In addition, Colorado’s ranchers are still recovering from the disastrous blizzard that occurred in 2006.
These financial setbacks combined with current levels of record drought place an enormous burden on our
state’s cattlemen.

In light of these circumstances, we respectfully urge you to use all the tools at your disposal and request
that a waiver be granted eliminating the 25 percent rental payment reduction for all Colorado producers
engaged in Emergency Haying and Grazing of CRP lands. In 2002, the payment reduction was
eliminated entirely, and in 2006 it was reduced to only 10 percent. An elimination or reduction in pasture
rental fees this year would make a dramatic difference for those hardworking producers facing ongoing,
extreme drought conditions.

Again, we thank you for your past support and ask that you consider our request when addressing this
urgent issue facing our constituents.

Sincerely,

o

Senator Ken Salazar
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